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THE MESSENGER 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Benjiman Durfee, Lay Supply Pastor 
16 Court Street, Westfield, MA 01085 

413-568-5818 
E-mail: FUMC01085@GMAIL.COM 

Website: http://umcwestfield.org 

SEPTEMBER 2022 
        
  

Dear Members & Friends, 

Back in April, when I officially declared my candidacy to become 

a Licensed Local Pastor in the United Methodist Church, I was 

taking a big leap into the unknown. Something deep inside was 

urging me that my call couldn’t wait any longer, and even though I 

had MANY questions and fears, I decided it was time to trust 

God’s plan for me and I made the leap. Five months later, I 

couldn’t be more grateful for God’s faithfulness and grace, as I 

find myself officially assigned as your Lay Supply Pastor at First 

United Methodist Church in Westfield! Although I have been part 

of our FUMC family for several years already, I am humbled by the immense support and warm 

welcome I’ve received from you as I transition into this new role and I am so excited to explore 

with you where God is calling us next! 
 

I truly believe that the Holy Spirit is already at work in us and among us, weaving together a 

cohesive message of God’s love for us to share with this community. One of the many strengths 

of this congregation is our Mutual Ministry Team, which works together with the Pastor to 

provide meaningful programming and inspiring worship. In my quarter-time capacity, I am 

responsible for preaching and planning worship three Sundays per month. Our Mutual Ministry 

Team provides coverage for those Sundays that I have off. As many of you have mentioned to 

me, it is a blessing to hear from a variety of voices from the pulpit and to experience the 

creativity that comes from our team’s collaborative work. During the pastoral transition, our 

pulpit has been filled by Deb Michaud, Kevin Mealey, Kevin Vance, Wayne Wyckoff, Mary 

Eileen Casey, District Superintendent Rev. Megan Stowe, and myself (and we have a few others 

on deck as well!). I’ve been so delighted, that even with so many different voices, our messages 

seem to be flowing together and offering a cohesive message to guide our ministry. 
 

This is an exciting time for our church. After two years of pandemic-pivots, uncertainty, and 

transition, we’re emerging with new vision and renewed hope! I want to invite ALL of you to 

join us in this next chapter of our church. Our program year officially beings on September 

11th. We’ll welcome the return of church school and choir and we’ll have a celebratory service 

with a baptism and communion at 10am. Following the service, our District Superintendent, Rev. 

Megan Stowe will preside over our annual church conference, where we will vote in our new 

officers and committee members, report on the past year, and look ahead to all that is to come! 

We are on the move, FUMC!  
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Beginning September 11th, I’d also like to try offering a few new opportunities to help us grow in 

fellowship and faith. On the 1st Sunday of each month from 9-9:45am, I invite you to grab a cup 

of coffee and join us in the Parlor before the service for an informal time of Faith Sharing. Each 

month, we’ll start with a basic question or a topic (i.e. “How have you felt God’s presence this 

past week?”) and allow the Spirit to take it from there.  

On the 3rd Sunday of each month from 9-9:45am, I invite you to join us in the Sanctuary for Lift 

Every Voice, a time of songs of praise. The time will be structured as a hymn-sing using many of 

the worship and praise songs from The Faith We Sing hymnal. On the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays 

from 9-9:45am, the choir will rehearse in the Sanctuary, and everyone is welcome to join! 

 

As we put our hands and hearts and voices to work to share God’s love this program year, it is 

important that we also find times to rest. Perhaps you have your own way of keeping Sabbath and 

I hope that Sunday morning worship helps you connect to God’s peace and deep rest. Starting 

September 12th, I will be offering two additional mid-week opportunities for us to cease from our 

labors and rest in God’s presence together.  

On Mondays at 12:15, we will offer what I’m calling “Holy Pause.” It is a short prayer service 

held in the sanctuary, which I’ll offer at the end of my Monday office hours.  

And on Thursdays, at 7:15pm after choir rehearsal, I invite you to join us for evening 

prayer. These services will be short and follow a similar liturgy each week, but I hope that they 

provide for our community opportunities to remember that God is present in our lives beyond 

Sunday and the church is here to provide a connecting point between God and God’s people.  

 

I have many more exciting ideas and the Mutual Ministry Team has been working on several fun 

events for the fall, which we’ll be communicating with you soon. But until then, I want you to 

know how grateful I am for this community and for every good gift that comes from God and is 

shared among us. God has blessed us so that we, in turn, may be blessing.  

 

Please reach out to me if you have any questions, would like to meet, or are in need of pastoral 

care. I have office hours on Mondays from 8am to noon and can be available by appointment. 

You can reach me at bdurfeewestfield@gmail.com or by my work cell: 413-642-1850. 
 

In peace and love, 

Ben 

Benjiman Durfee, Lay Supply Pastor 
 
 

 
Dear Members & Friends, 
  

 By now you've recognized a different face in the pulpit at FUMC. Ben Durfee has long felt a calling 
to ministry and when Rev. Bruce retired and FUMC moved to a quarter-time appointment, Ben offered to 
fill the vacancy. Of course, the One Committee was thrilled to have him and enthusiastically voted to 
install him as our quarter-time Lay Supply Pastor. With District Superintendent Megan Stowe's blessing, 
Ben has been ministering to our congregation since July 1st and will continue to do that while he pursues 
his licensure as a Local Pastor in the United Methodist Church. We're in good hands with Pastor Ben! 
                                      - Kevin Mealey, One-Committee Chair and Co-Lay Leader 
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First United Methodist Church 

Financial Secretary's Report - As of July 31, 2022 

 

       Pledged vs. Giving Summary (Current Expense Only) January 1 – July 31, 2022 
                            Current Expense 

  Number of Pledges    44 

  Amount Pledged through July 31, 2022                 $34,725.75  

  Amount Paid           $31,833.75    

  Balance:  under                -$  2,892.00 
 

         People who have met their pledge through July 31, 2022 
Number of givers:    22 
Amount pledged:                    $15,471.75   
Amount given:             $18,136.75   
Amount over                                        $  2,665.00 

 
People who have paid less than their pledge through July 31, 2022 

Number of Pledges 22 

Amount Pledged                                 $19,254.00  

Amount Paid        $ 13,697.00 

Balance (under)                                                  -$  5,557.00 
   

                       Non-pledge giving through July 31, 2022 = $ 10,187.36 

  

 
 

 

EARLY RISERS DISCUSSION GROUP 
      

Early Risers Discussion Group will start up again on Tuesday, September 
20th from 7:30 to 8:15am on Google Meets.  
 
The group will begin their first unit using the book "Twelve Steps to a 
Compassionate Life" by Karen Armstrong. If you would like to join our group, 
please reach out to Ben (bdurfeewestfield@gmail.com) to receive the syllabus 
and Google Meets information. 
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CHOIR REHEARSAL 

Choir Rehearsal will begin again on Thursday, 
September 8th from 6pm-7pm. In addition to 

the weekly Thursday night rehearsal, the choir will 
meet each 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sunday of the month 
from 9-9:45am. All are welcome to join!  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The Westfield Soup Kitchen is located on the corner of 

101 Meadow Street & White Street in Westfield. 
Entrance is through White Street. 

 A small but dedicated staff, with the help of many 
volunteers, local churches, businesses and civic agencies 
provide a nutritious evening meal to approximately  
70 needy people in our community 6 days a week. 

Our church provides that meal on the 3rd Friday of  

                                                      each month! 

Our next meal will be on Friday, September 16th  

(Please watch your emails for more information) 

 
 

 
  

Sunday, October 2, 2022 
Worship will be at Church of the Atonement in Westfield at 
10am. No service at FUMC that morning.  
 

The Rev. Sandi Albom, interim-Rector of Atonement, will 
preside over communion and Benjiman Durfee, Lay Supply Pastor of FUMC, will preach.  
Followed by Blessing of the Animals at 12pm on the front lawn at Atonement, in 
celebration of St. Francis Day. 
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The FUMC Scholarship Committee is happy to announce  
this year's scholarship recipients. 

 

Please join us in applauding these recipients 
and wish them well as they pursue their academic advancement. 

 

 
Kate Cervonayco 
Daughter of Gail & Scott Cervonayco 
Kate will attend The University of Alabama majoring in Nursing. 

 
Patrick MacDonald 
Son of Sandra Michaelian & Paul MacDonald  

Patrick attends Westfield State University majoring in Music Therapy. 
 
David Wegiel  
Son of Karen & Steve Wegiel.   
David attends Westfield State University majoring in Early Childhood Ed/Psychology.  

 
Madison Wallis  
Daughter of David and MaryBeth Riley-Wallis.  
Madison attends Westfield State University majoring in Music/Music therapy.  
 

 

  
Dear FUMC Members & Friends: 
 I’m honored to be a recipient of the First United Methodist Church Scholarship  Your generous 
contribution has allowed me to pursue my Undergraduate degree at The University of Alabama. 
 

 I’m currently enrolled in the nursing program at the University of Alabama.  I chose the University 
due to their highly accredited nursing program.  I will be a freshman in this upcoming fall semester.  I 
chose to go into nursing because it is important to me that in my profession I am able to one day make 
a difference in people’s lives daily. 
 

 The First United Methodist Church Scholarship has helped me focus on my academic pursuits.  
Without your donation, I wouldn’t be able to raise the funds necessary to fulfill my ambition of becoming 
a nurse.  Thank you for your continued support and investment in my future. 
            Sincerely, 

            Kate Cervonayco 

 

Dear Scholarship Committee: 
 Thank you so much for the scholarship that you have given me.  This money will be put to good 
use by helping me with all my school needs and funds. 

       Thank you again!    Patrick MacDonald 
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   In the United States,  
Patriot Day 
occurs on 

            September 11 of each 
year in memory of the people 

killed in the September 11, 2001 

attacks. We will never forget!! 
 

September 17 is designated as 
Constitution Day & Citizenship Day 
to commemorate the delegates 
meeting in Philadelphia on 
September 17, 1787 for the signing 
of the U.S. Constitution they had 
created! 

 

 
 

 

Our condolences go out to the   
 



  Family of Jeanne Chistolini 
Jeanne passed away on Thursday, July 14th  

Jeanne was a member of FUMC, Westfield since 1952  
      


 

  

  
 
 
 
 

                     
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

  
 

 

 
Labor Day (September 6, 2021)  
is a time to pay tribute  
to American workers,  
and all of their many contributions  
& achievements through the years.  

Created by the labor movement in the late 19th century,  
Labor Day honors the men and women who fought tirelessly  
for workers' rights, especially the eight-hour work day  
we have now. 
  

 
  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

OVER 80!       

IF YOU WISH YOUR BIRTHDAY TO BE 
LISTED PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH 
OFFICE AT 568-5818 OR EMAIL US AT 
FUMC01085@GMAIL.COM 
 
 

 

LAY SUPPLY PASTOR   BENJIMAN DURFEE 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR                 JOYCE  M. SCANLON 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY           BENJIMAN DURFEE 
CHURCH SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT    HEATHER WHITE 

NURSERY DIRECTOR    KAREN WEGIEL 
SEXTON     LEE ST.ONGE 

MESSENGER EDITOR                 JOYCE M. SCANLON 
TREASURER                   SALLY J. TEMPLETON 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY   JOYCE M. SCANLON 
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  SEPTEMBER 2022   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1  

 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 

2  

 

  
 

3  
 

4  
   

10AM  WORSHIP 
& via Facebook 

live 
 

5  
OFFICE 

CLOSED 

6  
REGULAR 

OFFICE HOURS 
START TODAY 

9AM-1 PM 
MON-FRI 

7  
 

8  
6-7pm CHOIR 

REHEARSAL -S 
 

 

7:15pm EVENING 
PRAYER -
Sanctuary 

9  
 

10  
 

11  

9am CHOIR 

 REHEARSAL 
 

10AM  WORSHIP 
& via Facebook 

live with 
Communion  & 

Baptism 
 

10AM CHURCH 
SCHOOL 

 

11am ANNUAL 
CHURCH 

CONFERENCE 
------------- 

WE WILL 
NEVER 

FORGET 

12  
 

12:15pm 
“Holy Pause”-

Sanctuary 

13  
 

14  
 

15  

 

 
7:15pm EVENING 

PRAYER -
Sanctuary 

16  
 

FUMC AT 
SOUP 

KITCHEN 

17  
 

Constitution 
 &  

Citizenship Day 

18  

9-9:45am “Lift Every 
Voice”-Sanctuary 

 
10AM  WORSHIP 
& via Facebook 

live 
10AM CHURCH 

SCHOOL 

19  
12:15pm 

“Holy Pause”-

Sanctuary 

20  

7:30am Early 
Risers Discussion 

Group 
 

6pm Mutual 
Ministry Team  

SMLC 
 

21  
 

22  

6-7pm CHOIR 
REHEARSAL-S 

 
7:15pm EVENING 

PRAYER -
Sanctuary 

23  
 

24  
 

25  

9am CHOIR 

REHEARSAL 
 

10AM  WORSHIP 
& via Facebook 

live 
10AM CHURCH 

SCHOOL 

26  
12:15pm 

“Holy Pause”-

Sanctuary 

27  
 

28  
 

29  

6-7pm CHOIR 
REHEARSAL-S 

 

7:15pm EVENING 
PRAYER -
Sanctuary 

 

30  
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Lay Supply Pastor:  Benjiman Durfee 
bdurfeewestfield@gmail.com 
Cell phone:  413-642-1850 

“OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS, OPEN DOORS” 
16 Court Street 
Westfield, Massachusetts 01085 

413-568-5818 

Email:  fumc01085@gmail.com 
Website:    http://umcwestfield.org 
 

SEPTEMBER 2022 
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